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Smoking ban fails
to burn holes In

profits

THME= HBNE= HETWDRE

Ivlurabar: When Mew York adroans-
trators decided to ban smoking at
pubhe places m larch 2003, owrers

of restaurants and pubs feared that
therr profits wonld take a heati
They reasoned that the ban wo

keep  smokers  away, thershy
reducing  the ruraber of patrons.
Thiz, they felt, would rsely
affect thewr finances.

Bt rzétljmr Ilichael Bloomhbers
wernt ahead with the ban and, a year
later, presented statistics  that
astorushed the world: business tax
receipts (tax paid to the statefeitsy)
had mereased by B0 m
restanrant and bar semment.

GLOBAL TREND

& [ 2006, oy Ko e ks
anti-smaking rules mimes strivcnt by
aLendivng Usern iy pluocke the worlakiss,
markets Al karanko retanlishments
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& When Coliloriia stabe b a b
o amcking at wearkplanes, anly 65.3%
sdppurbed (L Bal fran L5958 Lo 20400, Lhe
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Pé narma, arrecng afbsrs
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"The study also found that erm-
ployment in Mew ¥York's bars had in-
creased by 10,600 in the saree
En:nu:ui" SAYS Dr Suwrendra Shastri,
preventtve  oncolo
depa.ﬂment at  Tata DNleronal
Hospital, Parel Incidentally, the
Bloombers Foundation is '
Tata Wleraonial Hospital's efforts to
make Iluraba srooke-free.
With India choosing to ntroduce
a ban on smoking at public places
from Cictober 2, a drop in revenue
has  been  wonying  Indian

restanratenrs as well,

But experts guote examaples from
across the glu:n e to underline that
SHID tions are not only
gn:u:udf'u:nrpu]:u health, but also make
good business sense.

Take, for instance, the case of
Mew York After the ban on
smu:ukjng was  Imposed, 235
residents started eating out roore
ofter. Smmokers were out, but the
rtrber of non-sraokers made up for
the loss.

The  berefits of stokine
regulations are many—ifrom cleaner
air to less chrorac u:hseases—saj.r
health actrasts. The bar, the
also encourages siokers to k the
bighit.

Recently, a study conducted
across four Indian cities by the
Heals Sekhsana Institute of Public
Health showed that a overnshelming
rnajority de I'-.-'Iﬁ.m}:umlr.ars' —kﬁfgo—
supported a ban on S0 at

WEE.C places.

It present 11 states in the U5,
nine provinces in Canada five
European Mations, Mew fealand and
regions of kustralia have prohbited
stnoking at workplace.

The mmain reason that countries
havve banned smoling from public
spaces 15 the realisation that it 15 one

the bigeest contnbutors to il
health, "& study carried out across
42 pubs in Ireland before and after
the ban showed 53% reduction in
suspended particu-late matter inside
these places. " says Dy Shastr.

L study by Mok D Eisner in
JENEs Cetober 206 Bae showed that
“creation of smoke-free workplaces
has another moportant berefit—a
higher rate of smoking cessation
muu.rﬁ actrve srnokers". The study
ti that those who continue to
stnoke reduce their daly cigarette
consurnption.

ornoke-free  workplaces  would
decrease  second-hand  smoke
EXpOSUrE,  Improve  respiratory
health, prevent chrorde disease and
extend lifespan.  "Posittve  health
effects ocour in as little as one
ronth after cessation of second-
hand sraoke exposure,” the study
hiad pointed out.
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