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Kolkata gets
smoke savvy

Biatesman MNews Service

EOLEATA, Qct. 1: Ninety one per cent of
Elolkatans are in favour of regulations for
malang wotkplaces and public places in
the country smoke free, according to a
sutvey conducted by Synovate's global
omtubias,

The survey was conumnssioned by
Healis Hekhsaria Institute for Publc
Health, HMawvi DMumbal  Apat  from

Eolkatans, residents in Delln, Mumba and
Chenna were interviewed.

The survey revealed that 91% people in
Elolkata feel that 1t 15 the right of the cus-
tomers and employees to breathe clean
stoke free air in work and public places.

amoking i public is going to be banned
from tomorrow. Public places include
hotels, restaurants, workplaces, shopping
malls, cinetma halls, educational instito-
tions and libraries, hospitals, auditorm,
atmisement centres, ralway stations and
bus stops.

The offender would be fined upto Bs
200, It may be mentioned here that the
Umion health mituster, Mr A Famadoss, a
few days ago, had requested the state

chief trdtster, LIt Buddhadeh
Bhattachatjee, to give up smoking in
office.

The latter, howewet, refused to comiment
ofn thiz 1ssue. The Cancer Foundation of
Itndia (CFL) in collaboration with Mew Dellu
based Woluntary Health Association of
India would launch a campaign to create
awareness  aganst  smoking  from
tomotroar.

& report published by WHO on global
tobacco epidemdc, 2008 (The MPOWER
package) states that 57% of adult males
and 1.4% adult females it the country uze
tobacco, Whereas, among youth (1510 15
years), 27% males and 3.1% females uze
tobacco., The report states that tobacco
usge kills 5.4 million people a year and the
conditionn 15 worsening  especially  in
developing countries where more than
0% of tobacco caused deaths are
predicted to ocour in the coming decades.

The repott reconunenids govertuments to
adopt a package of s policies called
LPOWER to fight tobacco menace. A city
based respiratory medicine expert said
runbers of children who are wictims of
passive smoking are fast increasing in the
city and maty of them have to be given
inhalers for relief.

But despite requests from doctors par-
ents refuse to give up smolang. He felt that
campaign against smoling among educat-
ed Indians 1z urgently required.




