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Anti-tobacco groups welcome
notification on pictorial warnings

Press Trust of India
Mumbai, Oef 28

Anti-tobacco  adwocacy
groups,  pressing for
speedy implementation of
pictorial health warmangs
ot1 tobbaco products, have
welcomed the Government
notification in this regard,
which will come in force
from November 30,

After mamerous notifica-
tions and revision of imple-
mentation dates for the last
otie wear, on August 2
the Urnion Mirds of
Health and Faruly Welfare,

finally notified the date of
ittplementation as
HMowember 30.

Implementation of picto-
tial health wartungs on to-
bacco products in the
oottty had heen
repeatedly  delayed  and
diuted  since July 2006,
owing to political
pressures and lobbying by
the tobacco industy.

"Fictorial health warning
labiels effectively comenim-
cate the nsks of tobacco
use. Extensive research
from across the globe has
established that effective
health

warhings,  at fictease
ktiowledge  about  nisks
associated with tobacco
use ahd cah dectease
intentions to use tobacco
ammotig  vilnerable youth
and  persuade  tobacco
users to quit," Dr P Gupta,
Ditectot, Healis Sekhsatia
Institute of Public Health
(HEIPH), an NGO baged in
Mumbal, said.

GREATERIMPACT
"Graphic wattungs have a
greater impact than text-

only ones and can be
recogrised by low -
literacy  aundience  and
children - wvulnerahle

population  groups,"  he
satd.

Besides, on behalf of 30

pati-India  orgatdsations
wotking  for  tobacco
cotittol i1 India  the
Advocacy  Foram  for

Tobacco Control (AFTC
has released an information
package to members of
hoth Houses of Patliament,
members  and  leading
national newspapers.

This package comprises
of catds, revealings
scientific da-

ta, that pictorial health
warnings have proved to
be i mterest of public
health, inn the countries
wherever they have been
inplemented

The facts presented in
the cards are corroborated
by evidence-based
tegeatch  demonstrating
that there 1z a strong
public  support for m-
plementation of pictorial
health wrarnings 011
tobacco products.

& study conducted by

HSlPH, among 712 Nharba
hased mndinduals, above
the age of 15 wyears,

concluded that 97 per cent
of the respondents were of
the opindon that pictorial
health wartungs should be
dizplayed  on cigarette
packs and 85 per cent
tespondents  felt  that
strong health warnings on
cigarettes  should  he
dizplayed uranediately.

"The message from
public is loud atnd clear,
public wants clear health
warnings without delay on
tobacco  products," My
Cupta said.



