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Smokers continue to puff
away 1 public places

Though the government has formally announced the ban
on smoking, there are not enough authorities to execute it

OMA Correspondent

& walk through the stalls
neat Thare station housing a
mrnber of cizarette wendors
will make every noh-stooker
realise that of rapees
spent by the Central

ment on advertising the ban
OfL ST has gone down
the dramn. Inspite of the ban
oL ST n public places
frorn Oectober 2 orveards,
residents continue to pu.ff'
without any fear of law.

Dr  Prakash  Gupta
Director of Healis-Sekhsaria
[nstitute for Public Health, a
research orgarasation said it
15 too early to decide on the
success of the ban. As faras
mdradual  reports awe
concetned, many  smokers
have  resolved to gt
stnoking or at least restran
frorn  swoking m public
places.

"We have not conducted
any survey but we have re-
cerved  response  from
mdraduals who have noticed
that there has been a fall
stnoking after it was barred
m the public places. In few
mmonths, one would be able
to see results of the bar, " he

gaid.
He further sad that
tho the ban 18 in place, it

will be a success only when
non-stookers protest agamst
stnoking i public places.
"Mon-smokers should
hawe the guts to object to a

PRESON SIO m public
places. He should be strong
enongh to rerind the smoker

of the ban.

Fear of law has to he
mstilled m people's minds"
iJupta said.

he lack of fear of action
15 the main reason for failure
of the ban so far. "Police or
crvle  anthornties need not
take any additional step
towards mmplementing  the
ban, &I they need to do 13
keep an eve on

fuming
debate

pe le wiolating the law
patrolling, " ke sad.
Even residents feel that
the lack of action on the part
of authomties 15 the reason
why the ban 15 wet to be
iraplemented successfully.
stnoking m publc p
reduced on the first f'ew
days when the ban was
wrplernented but people no
longer care due to lack of
fear. The government has
not appointed

Official quote

Pollica officlals said they
are anthe [ook-aut for
pacple smoking during
patrols

any authonty to  take
responsibility for the same,
which 15 wh:,.r
unplemegtatmn gfd b[aj.u 15
taking r," sal BETA
Bhat, a c:i’[n_*,?E resident. F

FPolice officials sad they
are on the look-out for
people  smoking  dunng
patrols.

"We have not arrested an:,.r
mdradual for smo
Eharshar so far. We ¢ n:k
every clgarette Wndm’s stall
chiring patrol. Mo body dares
to smoke before police offi-
clals now," sad Balasaheb
Golande, Semor FI of
Khargha.r olice  station.
Ilearrhile, Ppu:nhce officials
den recerved an

lines from semor offi-
clals regarding the same.



