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New images to replace pictorial warnings on tobacco packs
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New 1mages to replace pictorial
warnings on tobacco packs

Raraya Fannan

CHEMMAL Fespordig 4o come
plaints that pictorial wamings
onh tobacco packs are ineffec-
trve, the Urdon Dlindstry of
Health has decided to change
the images.

Px serior official in the Ivlin-

said the process had been
klc -started. The changes are
being considered  specificallsy
becanse of insistent pressure
from civil society organisa-
tions that the current irmages of
a georpion, diseased 1 and
H-ray of the lungs are and
hiavve not served theilr parpose
of deterrence.

The official said the ruld
pictures were chosen to usher
m the concept of pictorial

Ee govertrnent
was aware of the pressing de-
raand to change them.

It would be ready with the
images at least three months
ahead }?efﬁe, in order to pre-

ate 1 nustry, acco to
Iu:ujﬂficiaill sumegT}w g:rjﬁ-rfm-
ment is mandated to change
ar, a5 per
be Fravoe-

the i 8 EVELY ;
the ]:engugel;atiuns of t
work Corsention on Tobacoo

glgntlgal The cwrent law QE
l.magl'els to occu

pet -:earit of the space anpjlrasks

carne into effect on Mlay 31,

2009,

Pictures suggested to the
Mlimistry  include  powerful
ones used in other countries,
inclading South America, and
will be exarined. The i
will be field-tested before t
Mlindstry approves a fresh set
of pictonal warmings.

bree studies conducted by

the Healis-Sekhsaria Institute
for Public Health i Ilurabai
recently showed there were
gerions  inadequacies in  the
iraplermentation of the pictorial
waming criteria and that the
cunentl T ﬂm not
roper ratoo g0~

p 5 CYGu pta, dmectu:u%rcu the
mst1t;::1 saJd "The ISSEE of
et warnings on tobaceo

Emdw:ts hias been a long-man-
ning battle... The dilation of
the p]EtI:Inﬂl warnings  thern-
gebves. indicates there has been
a clear lack of coronitrent
from the govermment i

ity lementmgwa.rmnﬁ
he study showed a gross
lack of fulfilment of the

1I-

tended purpose of the warm-
ings. E instance, the
soorpion s;rm}:u:ul was  inter-
preted by many as a new brand
of tobacco product, a zodiac
signt and a decoration on the
pack., When shown the image
of the diseased I rESpOn-
dents zaw a butterdly and a
burnt leaf. Creer 25 per cent of
the 615 respondents in Wlur-
bai said these pictoral warm-
ings defindtely E].d not seemn a
dmgeharigmg he images used

" ing the i & s
on tobacco packs 15 essential
says E. Widhubala of the To-
bhaceo Cessation Centre, Can-
cer Institute, hetre. The
current itnages are unable to
iwvoke arny direct co-relation
to the hareafil effeets of tobae-
C0 1SE.

Studies frorn other parts of
the world have shown that in
countries where "serious" pic-
ture-baged warnings were
uged, thew have worked well as
deterrentz. For instance, she

in a study in Singapore,
Eysper cent of srookers said
they had started sraoking fewer
cigarettes as a result of the
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