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Kick the butt, it's killing rich and poor alike!

m From May 31, all tobacco product packs will bear images of the Scorpio and lungs trying to depict the ill-effects of

tobacco

EY STAFF

REFORTER MUMEAI

Cormrmissionet in the Excise

Departmment, would sraoke
40 cigarettes. Bt that was until
2002 when he was diagnosed with
throat carcer. Fatuous ataong
friends and colleagues for his
resonant and deep woice, Karnar
now depends on an electronic aid
to even utter a word.

Sirralar is the case of cancer swr-
geot Dy Rajendra Flerkar, who him-
self suffers from tongue cancer.
Hoa-

D eepak Kurnar, an &dditional

ever, Kerkar has not quit sraoking
wet. He says, "After the operation,
I had cpuit smaoking for fTre years,
but got addicted to

From doctors to admirdstrative
officers, cancer takes in all. In fact,
Kerkar and Eumar's case i a

mirrar to the fact that

it again " .

Lnother  wictim  of |
this  slow killer is|
Iloharnrmad Luglam
Siddicpn.  Aslam,  a
resident of Kanpur was | |
dizgrosed with cancera |

day after his roarriage. |
The disease not omly|

the deadly effects of
tobacco are cormmon
in all strata of the
society.

"Consaraption of
tobaceo  products  is
not restricted to any
section of society. In
gsome form or the

affected his health but also lus

matned life. &slam's wife dreorced
birn after leamming about the ailraent.

other tobacco  con-
sumption is on a rise," Dr Pankaj
Chaturvedi, Tata Hospital, said.

Lnother way to dissuade early
or first-titne swmokers i3 by
effective pictorial wamings on
cigarette packets, feels the raedical
fraternity and WGO's  working
against tobaceo which met at "Woice
of Wictid' pro at Tata
Ilemorial hospital. In fact, Tvlay 31
orrards all tobacco products will
bear pictorial wamings, like Dnages
of a seorpio o tobaceo-hat lungs.

Howewver, not all agree that a
superticial measure like that would

keep srockess awmy. T P C
Gupta, Director, Healis Sekhasana,
said, "&t the present, the warming

lahels on tobacco products are
considerably diluted and wealened
by lobbyists. As per the provision
im the fet, they will be revised
every six rmonths raking it more
Irnpactfil "

While countries like Bhutan and'
Ireland have banned the production
atd sale of cigarettes, Clanada and
Brazil  hawve strong  pictorial
warnihgs on the cigarette packs
beingz sold there.

The only question that wories
the wictitns and  anti-tobaceo
crusaders is: How impactful will
this new and improved pictorial
warning be in cwhing the tobacco
menace?



