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Been through hell, but still can't kick the butt
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Gynaecological cancer surgeon is himself a tongue cancer survivor

Been through hell, but
still can't kick the butt

Ueeps SURaBaEdyan World No Tobacco Day Tomorrow

Cancer 'cures' smoki they say Tulan
smokers ghve up kglf%iukmgy a.f’tgrr hem%é
iagnosed with cancer. But in the case of Dr
Hajendra Kerkar, a cancer surgeon, heing
diagrinsed with cancer and even swviving it,
did not work.

5o addicted to cigarettes was he that the
?mascnlagjsal cancer surgent, who works at
ata Ivlernorial Hospital the same hospital
where he was operated for tongue cancer, is
literally still tryring to kick the butt.

"Swoking cessation clinies and rdeotine
p?&clws do lﬁlp, bt
g i 0 on a short-term
Itisthe fearof 2 F 5 5 SEE i
death that makes peeds wotivation to

people quit smok- %uit sraoking," he said.
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Ing. But once | r Kerkar first started
had survived can- zfu‘gﬂkﬂ% =s ﬁdﬁg
cer, | was back 0 cqllege in 1977, Euact-
smaoking.” Iy ten years after he
— Dr Rajendra Kerkar statted  smoking,  he

R was  disgnosed  with

tongne cancer. He underwent swrgery on
Iwlarch 23,1988, at Tata Iiernomal Dsgsital.
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fa”d‘jﬂ‘ff;ﬁh’;‘r;% P Deepak Ktimar (right) and AS Ahlawat, whose voices were affected by smoking-induced

He rapidly lost weight. "The skin on my  G8NCEr, Speak out against tobacco products at Tata Memorial Hospital on Friday
cheeks and neck blackened and even started
peeling off. &1 that was left of me was skin
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and bones," he recalled. P P i
It was then that Dr Kerkar quit stokirg Pictorial warnings needed on packets
for fove years. "It is the fear of death that This year, the theme for World Mo with cancer of the laryne: in August 2008

makes people quit smoking. But once I knew

had ; Tobacco Day, observed on May 31, and had to get it removed. ™1 hope the

1 S 'I-Ed canicer, | G5 b&ck to stoking iz 'pictorial warnings'. tobacco industry realises what it is doing to

frve to gixe ttes a day," said Dy Kerkar. o . ; ) L :
Howerver, he has recently found his motiva- Cancer patients from acrozs the  Milions" he said, using artificial voice

tion, ' have started weight lifting Since country came together for the first time on Rrosthesis to speak. Manoj Mishra, 2 lawyer
smoking  harapers my  breathing, 1 am Friday to share the tales of their struggle.  9nd & pan masata consumer since 1331,
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i e e e han-is e smoke up to 40 cigarettes a day. He was stretoh Q,’,h i B

Many smo 15 will later be f ul for it," diagnosed SRR

he sand.



