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'Hookah bars create more
pollution than dump sites'

Madhavi Rajadhyaksha | THH

Mumbai: Hearly sewven |

months after the smoking han
catne into force, around G4%%
of restaurants, bars and pubs
in the city are cormplying with
it. While restaurants pubs
boast of cleaner air, neigh-
bouthood  hookal  hars
and comtry  liguor  bars
wﬁfw%re custunwrsrdﬁa:ée atill
P AWaY, Ieco }uiher
pu:u]ltﬂmi%n Iewels than that
at dumping grounds, said a
gronp o ariti-tobacco
actrists who are working
with the crvic body to ensare
that the hospitality industry
implerments the smoking
barn.

The ban on smoking in
public places was hrought
mito force on October 2, 2002
and the tearn went around 50
joints in the city with ax
monitors from Mlarch 19 to
Lprl 30. "The particulate
matter (2.5 ricrons) inall the
wermes where smoling is still
ot despite the ban averaged to
363 Ughed, which iz worse
than the dwnping grounds in
Iilurebai. he  Deonar
durmping sround for instance
records 1695 Ugfed," sad ThPC
Chta  of  t wolunt
orgarmisation Healis, whic
conducted the survey. He said
hookah  bars  which were
openly  flouting  the  han,
recorded lewels as high as
004 Ugfhad, which
&l d a canse for worry as
tobaceo smoke contains ses-

| SMOKING IT OUT |

—

. Dadar) were

| @ Number of restaurants
bars/pubs/hookah parlours
| Surveyed: 5p
| ® While B8% venues claimed
| to have implemented the ban,
| only 64% actually did
| PARTICULATE MATTER
| w Restauranis: 55,36 Ug/m3
s Pubs: 58,98 Lig/m3
( m Bars: 123,79 Ug/m3
s Country liquor bars: 32656 |
Ugy'm3
sHookah bars: 70704 Ug/m3
® Non-smoking venues had
PM LS levels of 57 Ug/m3
® No-smoking signs are not as
perthe size and colour
specified by the government

eral carcinogens which could
be hazardous even for non-
swiokers who are just hanging
around i such places.

TOT had in Ilarch report-

ed how pollotion levels in
citér joirts had dropped by
64 after the smo ban
carne into force.

Another randorm
survey conducted by sronth-
volunteers  showe that
gubnrban restanrants (beyond
ing hehind
city restaurants when it carme
to inpletmentation. "We also
realised that alot of subuarban
regtaurants (45%. of the A0
surveved) had  customers
stnoking at their entrances, a
problern seen lesser in city
restaurants, " gaid Dy Surendra
Shastrn of Tata lerorial
Hu:ugpital.

aying the law should
birve corae in earlier, Maratan

. AFra of the Lssociatiom of

Hotels and  Bestaurants
(LHAR), sad it saved
hioteliers a lot of manporer,
as waiters didn't have to make
mﬂe&ted trips to tables to get
ashtrays, or clean cigarette
butts. "As the ban isn't
enforced actoss hotels, we do
lose sorne business as clients
go to those restaurants where
stnoking is still perrnitted,” he
said. AHAR reguested
the cmic body to rope in
flying squads to whom hote-
lisrs can comgplair, if they
find custorers who refiuse to
Eu:umplg.r with the no-smoking
A

The BLIC officials who
have heen cracking down on
ervant hoteliers, also plan to
distribute  no-smoking  sis-
ﬁges to hotels, restaurants

pubs.




