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36% hotels n city yet to
implement smoke ban

Alifiya Khan
bz, May 20

AHIE IMHATED at a durping
gronnd iz better than imside a
restaurant where people
swoke, a recent study
revealed.

doverage level of particulate
roatter at smoking vennes was
23M g a kel doe A1
g’ 15 considered haz-
ardous,  Hookah  parlours
were the worst with 707.04

3.

The study conducted by
Healis Zekhsaria Institute for
Public Health during Blarch-
Lprl also revealed that out of
the 50 eateries—ypubs, restan-
rants, hotels, hookah
patlonrs, bars—surveryed
orver ote-third of ther are et
to raplement the han.

On Oectober 22002, the
health reunist had
amu:uku;llcged_ thﬂtu]f:u]j;: hanlaj:cun
stro in &g
wonld e pi.m lerr]?ented
strictly and offerders wonld
hirve to pay Bs 200,

"Wermes  with  seating
capacity of over 30 were
visited. We found that the
violation of staoking ban was
madrmm o country Liguor
bars; about 80 per cent were
found  to hawve  swmokers.
Hearly 75 per cent hookah
patlonrs visited didn't follow
the bar," sad Dr P.C.

PUFFING AWAY

= @ A study revealed average
lovel of particulate matter
at smoking venues was
363.04 va/m3; a level
above 301 ug/m3 is
considered hazardous.
® Hookah parlours were the
worst with TOT. 04 ug/ma.
B Out of the 50 eateries
b surveyed 36% are yet o
implermant the smoking
ban.
= 8% of the country liquor
bars and 75% of the
hookah partours surveyod
had smokers.

Cupta, director of Healis.
Though  not 2 single
mestaurant  was  found  to
display  the  custoreary
warning sigh in the desired
size a3 required by law, their
compliance to the ban was
better.

Howewver, the most telling
fimures were those of the air
guality  at these smoking
places, added Gupta.

"Tlis is bad news especial-
15‘] for passtve  smokers.

econd hand swmoke contains

4000 tode cherndeals,” said

Dir Surendra Shastri, head

of departrment of
reventive oncology, Tata
ernotial

Hospital.

In a separate survey,
volunteers found  that
restanrants in the islawd city
had fared better corgpared to
those in the subahs.

"We trg to coreince our

1

mewhers but there is resist-
ance as buginess i= lost.
Custormers go to restanrants
that allor stnoking.
Sometitmes they eat and step
ot for a smoke and don't
retwrn. Vet we are supporting
the ban," said Marawan Ak
resident, Association  of
otels and Festaurants of
Ivlurmbai.
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