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Anti-tobacco campaigners cry foul over dilution of health warnings
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Anti-tobacco campaigners cry foul
over dilution of health warnings

Violation of Election Commission's code of conduct alleged

P.T..hothiDatta
PurvitaChatterjee
Mumbai, Map 4 The
stnoke just doesn't seem to
clear ower the pictorial health
i to ke cartied on
tobacco products from Iia
31, In a weekend devel-
optoent, the Centre issued a
notification stating that to-
bacco products carry health
warnings covering 40 per
cent of the princip disFlaj.r
area of the front panel of to-
bacco products.

&nd thiz has the tobacco
control coraraumity, includi
foneer Union Health Dlinister
Dr  Anbuwmand  Ramadoss
crying foul, as the notification
niot Justbd.ilg:s t_helﬂ Iﬁﬂl}t%
warrang, hut also saolates t
Election Cormtnission's code of
conduct, they say. The de-
velopment comes even as a
cage filed by an arm of the
Voluntary Health &ssociation
of India (VHAT) against the

dilution of pictorial w*ammﬁ,
15 slated to come up before t
Su}}reme Court on Tuesdary.

t hiad been earlier decided
that tobaceo products wonld

Any dilution on pictorial warnings
detracts ffom the country's
commitment to protect people from
fobacco, say health activisis.

c ictorial warnings on
haulttﬁrsiges of their packs, con-
ering 40 per cent of the prin-
cipal display area. The
ing, watered down from
what anti-tobacco advocates
were pushing for, included a
picture of a scorpion indicat-
Ing cancer and a diseased lung.
Lny dilution on pictoral
warrdngs detracts from  the
country's  corgnitrent  to
protect people from tobacco,
said reputed cardiologist D
Bl Srinath Reddsy, President
of Public Health Foundation
of India. In fact, during the
weekend, Dr Ramadoss al-
leged that the minutes of a
Group of M]rusrtle&rls (Gold)
meeting on pctonal warngs
hiad }]:fnlagen altE;red. In the past
too, the former health miroster
hias alleged that pro-tobacco
lobbies were at work.

DILUTIOH

The Gold was counting to-
bacco  wotes  ower tobacco
deaths, said a nate from the
Ldvrocacy Forum for Tobaceo
Control (AFTC), cormprising
several anti-tobacco networks.
Since its constitution in eatly
2007, the Gol has alreadsy
delayred the implermentation of
the pictorial warnings for two
wears and during this tie
diluted  stronger  warnings,
reduced size of the i
from 50 per cent of t
principal p_llg)ﬁr area to 40

g

er cent, bes exerpting
E.rge acks from the E%nrjﬂw
of t packazing elling
rles.

The decision of the CGobd,
headed by ir Pranab Diuk-
hetjee, to make it mandatory
to ¢ warnings on only one

side of the pack was a "death
blow”, said AFTC.

Sealing the warnivgs down
15 a violation of the Frarne-
work Corsention on Tobacco
Control, to which India 15 a
signatory, ohbserved D PO
Crupta, Director, Healis Sekh-
garla  [nstitute for Public
Health. The Government
should not have pat out a new
notification when there was
an old one in place. It is a

olicy development and +io-

tez the election code, he
added.

INDUSTRY ERACES
Mleanwhile, a Codfrey Phil-
lips official said, that the en-
tire brand-roanagerent  tearn
wonld have to get into the act
of changing packs nowr. New
cylinders Wu:?ﬂd ke recpuired
ot changed packazing, which
Iz expensive multiple
brands will need multiple oyl
inders.

hir Sudhdee Fanjan of
GTC (Golden ohacco
Company) ohserved that the
industry would be
mcorrvenienced  in changing
the packaging, even as it
reeled nnder several taves.



