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Anti-tobacco campaigners cry foul
over dilution of health warnings

Violation of Election Commission's code of conduct alleged

P.T.Myothi

Datta Purvita

Chatterjee

Mumbai, Map 4 The
stmoke just doest't seem to
clear ower the pictorial health
i to he carried on
tobacco product from Ila
31. In a weekend dmref-r
opment, the Centre issued a
notification stating that to-
bacco products carry health
cwermgdll] et cent

n:nf' the prineipal display area
of the tP it panel l:nff'j tobacco
products.

Pmdl this has the ;DEE;;
control coramuraty, me
former Union He%:lth Blinis-
ter Dr Arbumani Ramadoss
foul, as the notification
ru:ut Just dilates the health
but also wiolates the
Election Cotaredssion's code
of conduet, they say. The de-
velopment comes even as a
cage filed by an amm of the
Wolurtary Health &ssociation
of India (VHAI) against the
dilution of pictonal warmings,
is slated to come up before
the Supreme Court on
Tuesday.
It had been earhier decided
that tobacco products would

Any dilution on pictorial
wariings detracts from the
country's commitiment to protect
people from tobaceco, say health

activists.

ictorial warmings on
hmgsﬁes of their packs, cov-

ering 40 per cent of the prn-
cipal display area. The
watered down from
what anti-tobacco advocates
were pushing for, included a
picture of a scorpion indicat-
g cancet abd a dizeased lung.
Liny dilution on pictorial
warnings detracts from the
country's  comrnittnent  to
protect people from tobacco,
said reputed cardiologist Dy
E. Grrath Reddy, President
of Public Health Foundation
of India. In fact, during the
weekend, Dr Rarnadoss al-
leged that the mdnutes of a
Group of Iiinisters (GolvD)
meeting on pictorial
had been altered. In the past
too, the former  health
minister has alleged that pro-
tobaceo lobbies were at work.

DILUTION
The Gold was counting to-
bacco  wotes owver  tobacco
deaths, said a note from the
Libvocacy Forrn for Tobaceo
Control (AFTC), cu:umprisi.ng
geveral  anti-tobacco net-
works, Since its constitution
in early 2007, the Golvl has
already delayed the iraple-
mentation of  the pictonal
for two wears and
during  this  time d&uteg
stronger wammgs, recuce
sizenﬁg?' the frozn 20
per cent of the prneipal dis-

play area to 40 per cent, be-

gides exempting packs

from the purview of the pack-
ing lahelling rules.

The decision of the Golv,
headed by Iir Pravah Wiuk-
herjee, to make it marndatory

to o WArnings on oy one
side of the pack was a "death
blow", said AFTC.

Scaling the down
is a violation of the Frame-
wiork Corrention on Tobaceo
Control, to which India 15 a
sigratory, observed Dr PC.
Crupta, Director, Healis Sekh-
garla Institute for Public
Health. The Governunent
should not have put out a
new notification, when there
was an old one in place. [tisa
E licy developrment and +io-

tes the electlcun code, he

INDUSTRY BRACES
Dleanwlile, a Godfrey Phil-
lips official gaid, that the en-
tire hrand- ma:nagement team
u}nu]d here to get into thfqast
of changing packs now. Hew
linders W’EL‘I]J:{ he recuired
or changed pac which
EXTIENSTve roultiple
hmnds will need rultiple oyl

inders.

Mir Sudhdee Ranjan of
GTC (Gu:uldﬂn ohacco
Cormpaty)" obzerved that the
industry wonld he
incorrverdenced in changing the
packaging, even as it reeled

under several taxes.



