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Flying squad needed to
enforce smoking ban

Hoteliers say they face
difficulties in implementing the
lawy, particularty at night

Deepa Suryanarayan

Thtee men go to a restaurant, eat and
drink their ﬁﬁ, and leave saying they are
going out for a fewr mirstes fora smake. Bt the
joke 15 on the owner, for the men vanish
without a trace, leaving their hefty hill
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ig has ened to e at least tao times,
zaid Hireth Bhalla, owner of Sanket Hotel
at Prabhadewi Bhalla and a handfal of
ather restaurant, hotel and har ™Mners
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Hospital, the:ug Bnhamm?rynbai Dlurdcipal
Corporation (BT and  the Healis
Sekearia Institute of

Public Health, where they discussed the diffi
culties they face while implementing the
haty an I

The wotkshops will contitnue il the end
of the month. The idea iz to generate
AW aretess testaard owners ad to
enicoarage bilateral talks, said Dr Pranita
Tipre, assistant healh officer icharge of
stiokefree Ihamebai cell. "Customers are
tade and aggressive when we try to
enforce the han. This is a major problem in
batz, particulatly in the might, when a
ma'u:uritl}r of customers get drank and start
ﬁgilts, coplaitied Bhalla,

"What we want iz a ﬂyi.ng gouad
equipped with the authority to deal with
such errant customers. The flying squad
ghould function for three-to-six months,
and should have the authority to fine or
atrest such troublesome customers" said
Vistoarapal — Bhetty, joint  secretary,
& ssociation of Hotel and Restaurant

OTeLS :

Around 6,500 restaurants are a part of
AHAR, and owver 20% of restaurants,
hotels, Euhs atnid bars in the city have

complie
Shetty

Lofter erforcing the bary, weer hotel is neater. The
aofa mashions dottthae s, By ava.

with the ban on smoking, said

Vishwapal Shetty

Joint sacratary, AHAR

rag We wanta flying squad

. which should function for
three-to-six months, and should
have the authority to fine or arrest
troublesome customers.”

ers ate happy as they don't have to ran to
buy cigarettes for patrons. And most
imprortantly, T am able to st at the counter for
geveral howrs at a stretohy" said Satish
Shetty, owner of Hotel Ravirs], Wotli, a
not-smoker who used to spend just four
houts at his hotel hefore the ban

AHAR demanded that the EMC gove them

standardized WMo 3moking' sighboards
atud pamphlets explaining the finer points
of the la alen asked for the fine amoart to

be raised ai catitly to deter smokers.
The idea of the workshop iz to tell
restanrant and pub owners that smcke-free laws
caty be enforced and that they will not
cauge  economic  losses molke-free
enrvironent iz the right of the owners
and employees, said Dr Suredra Shastr
reventree  oncologist, Tata  demonal

ospital




