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"Pictorial warnings on tobacco products

Staff Beporter

IAUNWEAT: The 1dth Word Cone
ference on Tobacco or Health
(WCOTH) was  mangurated
?,r Ilaharashtra
overnor 5.2, Jarnir at the

Mational Centre for the
Perforrming Arts on Sundasy.
Uron Health and Farly

Welfare Iimoster 'Snburnam
Ramadaoss, who addresszed the

thering said that despite the
E?fnﬂﬁf the gm-'enmfént and
Inaty non-governtrental
organisations, nplementation

World Health Orga-

rization's (WHOD
Framework Comvention &lh-
ance for Tobacco Control |
which India has ratified, has
been delayed due to poltical
and non-pobitical pressures.
"Hopefully by 31st May, we
will have pictoral
on all tobacco products,” D
Farnadoss said.

He errnerated the sarous
decizions taken by the Indian

Anbumani Ramadoss

mment to tackle the 'to-
acco menace’ and added that
the 1zsue was all the more im-
portant i the country be-
cause a large of its population
wras young and I the ra-
dar of tobacco corpanies. "In
India, 57 per cent of men and
Just ower 10 per cent women
in the age group 15 to 49 use
tobacco 1 some form or the
other."

e Crene

Il t Chan, Director-
(WHD), jomed the
conference  theo 4 pre-
recorded ke address,
ernphasized the need to cre-
ai[:e amnessrﬂ;fmzﬁm% that
the ‘mone tobacco
mdust l:hd niot take more n-
nocent 1
"This n:u:nn.t"erenu:e 15 gowng to
ru:mde an opporbaaty to a
rse asge il.ge of educa-
tors, policy makers, covil so-
cietj.r merdhers and scientists
from all over the world to -
teract with each other. It will
surely go a long way n ad-
vancing  tobacco control
developmng  countnes  and
I a global perspectrie
on tobacco control 1ssues,”
Dir. Chan said.

Prakash C. Gupta Presi-
dent of the 14th WOOTH
sad: "The conference wil
oTve Everyone an opporturaty
to focus on the cu:umple:-:
tobacco Emblem n
conntry, which has the la.rgest
spectnirn of tobac-

co  products fromm
mdustrial ones hke gutkha to
custom-made products
like betel qud.”

Dr. Gupta added: "So far,
most of the focus was on
Western countries but  the
business has decreased m in-
dustnalised countnes and the
big tobacco compardes are al-
ready  targeting dweln::pmg
countres for expansion.”

Ivlaharashtra Hore Mlis-
ter Jayranbth Patil thanked the
delegates for corung frorm all
over the globe to participate
n the contersnice.

The theme for this year's
conference 15 'Global Tobacco
Control: Iulti Sectoral Lp-

roach to Tobacco Control-

olicies, Pathways, Partners
and People!

The ftve-day corderence
will witness rore than &00
participants, 250 mternational
fpealr.em and 2,000 delegates

Torn over 130 countries.



