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Ramadoss sets
deadline for
tobacco
manufacturers

State home minister Jayant Patit and Union Health
Minister
Anbumani Ramados=s at the 14th World Conference on
tobacco. Garneshk Shirsekar
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LIUNVBAL LMARCHS

LFTER. ruch delay in the
wrplernentation of pictonal
warnings on cigarette packs,
Umon Health Dmoster Dr
Lrbumard  Famadoss, on
ounday, finally  announced
Ivlay 3lst as the deadline for
all marafacturers to display
the warrings.

Dr Ramadoss armounced
this at the mangural function
of  the  14th  World
Conference on Tobacco or
Health' at  the Mational
Centre for Performane &rts
(WMCPA)Y where over 2,500

delegates—  antl  stooking
arkrocates— from across the
wiorld attended.

"The decision to  thas
effect was taken at a meeting
of Group of Niusters
{Golvl) chared by External
Lffairs  Miraster Pranab
Iilukherjee, and hopefully
this tire 1t will sail through,”
said Dir Rarnadoss.

The conference that was
mangurated by Ilaharashira
Governor  oC  Jarar  and
World Health Orgarazation's
Deputy  Durector General
Lnarfi Asamoah Baah, 1s

organised by

the Salaarn Bornbay Founda-
tiom, Healis-Sekhsana
Institute for Public Health
and Action Councll agmnst
Tobacco—India n
aggociation with the Iim-
stry of Health and Faraly
Welfare, Cowvernrnent of
India and the WHO.

India 15 the second country
arnong the developing world
to host such a hmge event. "It
13 owr provilege to host this
conference, as apart from
India only one country from
the developing world hosted
this conference several sears
azo. India has the largest
burden of hoth tobacco
marnfacturers and
consurners. When most of the
developed countries banned
advertising of tobacco prod-
ucta, these manufactures
tramned their suns towards [n-
dia, especially the woung
population,” said Dy
Rarnadoss.

Dr DNfiargarate Chan ad-
dressed the delegates about
the tobacco  renace and
WHO'S MPOWEE. package.
India along with 150 other
countries ratified WHO's—
Framework Corvention on
Tobaceo Control (FCOTC) —
the global tobaceo treaty



