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Minister asks why hookah parlours still open, BMC vows to enforce ban

JHALGHAH After the BMC ban, 30 the city of which three  olate this nale. sale of hookah or dlowies ts padows i the oty stat ot as

ESHWET A DESAT hookah hubs in the city were shut down when Dt Prakasgh Gupta, Direc-  use in restaurants. m The  eatng jords. We had reswaked

ARCHD had theenn shut down mayor  Shubha  Raul  tor, Healis Sekhsaria Insti- oiae souad headed by the  the hcence of about 50 per!

because of action from the started her divee "Chat ofthe  tute for Public Health, and  health depattment issued  cent df hookah patlours in

IGHT months after  civic body, but 26 sl 0 remaring 30 were shut  president of the 14th  notices and took action  the oy They have now gone

the Brihatmounbal  manage to funchion. down  following  BMC  WCTOH, said, "The law  onthe otherbars Inan sffidsat - back to being eateries once
Iluticipal ANsSWerly a4 quety  of actionn. But 26 are still  clearly states that there i the Bombay High  agan she sad

Corporationbarmedhockah hookah  patlours  opendy operational and the civic should be an enclosed  Court, the BMC had said A Indian Insthge of Erra-

bars, the matter of enforcing
them cropped up again on
Llonday, at the 14th
Wotld Conference on
Tobacco or Health.

Umion Health Mituster
Anbumard Famadoss, an-
saettn a ey, sad hookah
patlowrs were dlegal and
those mnning should he
closed dowr

violating the hary,
Famadoss sad "Hookah
patoars 1 ary form are fllegal
ad  shoudd  be  bamed
According to the law, hookah
bars are hanned, along
with cigarettes. Why ate
they stll open? We will
help the BMC to shut
down  all the hookah
patlours."

A5 per estimates from
the BLIC's health
depattment, there were 29
hookah bats i

hody haz informed  the
Ivharba pobice o take action
ot them" said Dy KT Har-
sors, deputy execatrre heatth
officet, EIWIC

Although  restaurants
atid food joints hawve to
set up a separate smoling
eniclosure, they are not
permitted to serve food m
that atea Howrewer, there are
maty eateries i the ciythat
ot e o

rooft whete there should
be no food and beveragze
servitTs."

After a campaizn started
by Fand, the crac adrarastration
i July last announced that
hiookahs would notbe allovred
i restavrants and eateries
as it wiolated licensing
cofuditions. The BMC had
dso  decided  that fo per
mission would bhe given
for

that high doses of mcotine-
codd result i cisabddy o
death

Agked ahiont
Ramadoss's statement
Eaul said she hopes more
cittes  will  come  out
agaitist tlis issue. "To-
bacco consumnption
amotigst  the  youth
through hookah 1z hugh
and therefore we began
the attitobacco, attihookah
deive,  Almost all  the
hookah

rofunental Medicine team
visted testawards, puabs, atd
hookah patlowrs  bhoth
before and after the ban
and found that m theee
hookah  patloes  surveyed
there was actually an
wicrease i particulate
thatter — fom 2657 mvocro-
grams per cubic metre to
1458 micrograms et o0 th
tinputs: Dhanya Nair)



