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Non-smokers get a 'Ghajini’

boost

Bharati Dubey
& Malathy Pyer |
THHN

Mumbat: After vears of slam-
ming actors who hght up on

SCTEET] anti-tohacco
actrnsts seemn to have found
g to cheer about in

Aarmar Khan's latest filtm

Gﬁz_gl_?ﬁiﬂi.
e recently releaszed
film 1z sending” out a no-
smoking message, earning
kudos — from — long-time
crusaders.

Arc to research 52%%
of % thet first

aﬂ:&:rwah:lﬁa.gacn:lekuity?g

up. Moreover, Union health
rrtrister  Anbnrnarn  Farnadoss
had requested Bollywood
flm-tnakers to not show actors
smoking of screetl.

"We  appreciate  the
efforts of and thank A
Murigadoss, the director of
Chajim and Aatnir Khan
for luglﬂlghtmg such  an
wnportant 15sue” said Dr P
C Cupta, director of the
Heals-Sekhsaria  Institute
of Public Health, who has
heen i the forefront of the
catnpaign to ban smoking in
public places.

In the the character
played 1:[?7 Jiah Khan 1s
walking down the steps of
a tmall when she spots sorme
tret blona-

ine smnke in penple’s [Aces in-
sicle the mall, The camera then
pans woa ‘Mo smoking board
b ah sa5s, © Yalfa: smol-
e floweed nafd hain.”™
When contacted, Murnga-
doss said, 1 have never en-
coiuraced stnking inmy filis.
If wou lock gt this film, even
lhe negalive characters don't

cimopkie, In fect, thoe seoene inthoe g

13lm thal does heve smok-

ing s artially acamss it
The direclor addecl.

“¥ounestors worships

-
actors  aeed ol oo
[hetn blindle So T al- ;‘:
wivs try o project ' &

MY AcLors in a man-
noer that his or hor
characier doesnol glo-
rify things which
el ot goocl.”
Aamir him-
cplf said o bed-
Ance should
be  struchk
belweaen dis-
cOUrsIIng
smoking and
CMsUYing artisric
treadom, 1 fully
aupporl the drive
to holp people to
Uil smoking and
I would strongly

4

advise the vouth not wo cel into
this harmful hahit in the first
place. However, Idonn'l think a
han ot smoking i fiims makes
sense. I'ilms are a crealive
moedinm and are mesnt o 1o-
flect different aspects

of 1ife, oood and
bad, Murder is
illezal inreal
lifie, Drue we
don’l puLa
hanon it n
[ilms. Dul
wee shin

-

s  Llgkeks

iitely make every effort to
discourage smoking in real
life." Fegional officer Vinayak
&zad of the Censor Board for
Filin Certification said there iz
still o official ban on smoking
i films. "As for Ghaivg pro-
moting the ban on smoking in
public, it 15 a good thing and
more producers should do this
through  thew films" sad
&zad.

Director IMahesh Bhatt had
filed o case agninst the healrh
minisiry’'s nolilicacion ban-
M sk I o seeecr, T
case is sLill pending in Lhe Del-
hihigh eoumtt. Bhatt said, “hMi
writ hes put o roadlock in the
path of the governmnent’s ban
on smoking on sereen,”

Earlier, the health minis-
tir bl taken strong objoc-
lion o Shah Rukh EKhan

sinoking in the 2406 £ilm,
£xin. A notitication was sont
ot thatif an actor did have
o oamoking scene in oA
movie, e wonld have Lo
shoot o small audio-vi-
1Al segment warning
people that smoking
Wils Lnjuriones o hesglh.
This would then he
Ui ws g disclaimes
Prior e Lhe screen-
i of the Silm,



