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Public puft ban goes
up In smoke m state

Fourteys Sinha | THN

Mew Delhi: The ambitious
ban on smoking m publc
places has falled to take off m
rnost of the states.

BEser asince October 2,
when the ban formally came
mmto force, only  eight
states/IITs  hawve  started
Iripos fines on those
n:aught violating  the law
Fepeated re rs by the
Uraon health mirostry to 1a.rge
states ltke West E-engal and
Ilaharashtra to
implement the ban in toto
havee fallen on deaf ears. The
ministry 15 all set to send a
strongly-worded letter m the
first week of January to these
states reminding them of the
ban.

In the miustry's latest
atate-wize evaluation of fines
collected, four statesTITs—
Tamil Madu, Delhi, Gujarat
and C h—have been
found to be a@essiﬁfelﬁlead-
ing the carapaizn
fined 5710 srrokes Bz
T1% lakh as fine since Octoher
2 followed by Delln which
has chal-laned 2084
mmdraduals and collected Ba
226 lakh as fine.

Ewen though Gujarat start-
ed ¢ only m Mowemn-
ber, it has taken to task 225
amokers and collected Rs
24000, Whale C imarh has
fined 920 =aolators, Kerala
has challaned 500 srookers
and Nili-zoram 245 Andhra
Pradesh

has collected Bs 1.17 lakh as
fire. Goa and Siklam have
put  therr ban enforem
authonty i place and
start c srnokers from
Tanuary 1. khand and

Magaland are m the process
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Delhi 2,084

Chandigarh 9

Kerala 500

Gujarat 285
of developing

the enforcement mecharisra.
Dr P C Gupta from the
oekhsaria Institute for Public
Health tald TOI: "Though the
ban on smoking in public
places 13 well su pnﬂedh
the general public, not aﬁ
states have unplemented Ip

Lecording to mirdstry
sonrces, states like West

Bengal, Ivlaharashtra, Bi-

har, bzzam Math%a
Pradesh,  Pumah,
Hajasthan and K ar-nataka
have shown hittle eagerness
to mmpleraent the ban by
challamrez violators.
oorne of these states are
vet to put in place even
the requsite rmecharasin to
muplerment the ban "We
hiavve repeatedly sent therm
g;.ll;dme sheets to help
woplernent  the
stoke-free rules. The state
health  departrments  hase
been responsible,”
health  murastry  officials
said.

The state health de-
partruents are supposed to
sensitize, tramm and ern-
PoOwer law enforcers like
police, food and '
spectors about the ban
and set up sgquads for its
mnnitu:nrin%menfbrcenwnt
and cormpliance, They are
alzo supposed to ergpoarer
anthorized  officers  to
corapound the offence and
Impose  appropriate  fine
up to Bz 00 on each
wiolator. "The departrent
17 expected to prnt chal-lan
books and create a separate
head of account mm which the
fine collected 13 deposited.” an

official said. The Undon health
roikistry i it to expand
the Mational Tohaceo Caontrol

Prograrare frorn nine states at
resent to 21 m the next

artrizht.



