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The ban has not gone up 1n smoke, after all

Sumitra Deb Roy

Yoz reaght still see people stnobings o
public places . the i ban has
added to the government kitty
through fines.

Food atid Dirag
Admitnstration (FDA)  stabisties
show the money collected  was

highest among all the states ever
atice the han was tmﬁﬂrnmted ot
Cictober 2 3008, Agad il Mosrettiber Last.
weat, Fah, M had

been collected through fines.
"The bmmnﬂmcﬁmedmﬂ]ﬁﬂmﬂ
we did out best to fine offenders
even then " Mohan Patandar, the
FDA joint comtussioner, said
"Between 200405 (Tuly) we
collected ondy Bl 55000 bt # foow
morths (AusHov ) we collected
Fah s

"Thae to tcreased aweateniess atd
suppott fom pobeere, we have fo-
ticed a sigm%cant drop i public
smoking " Patankar said. Ewen
hio-

tely and restawants havre been st::u:;tjlir
following the ban "Easy av

ability of challans and receipts
haz helped" He said 20 FDA officials

atud sevveral policetnen have beern ook
lecting fines it the city

Smoking i public places was
bataed strce 2004 bt 1 itz the
batywras cifficult because of b

ited  public  knowledge. The
central government remnforced
the bat on Cctober 2 last year,
"The fites are crucial in the
attiturdinal tramsf'u:uﬂnaticnn Afnong
sﬂneral public," Dr PC Gu;fnta,
ctot, Heaha Sekhizana Institute for
Public FResearch, sad A
owvertument official said  the
etibre seeried with the pet-
formance, "Other states have
u:nnl putup barmers and posters while
atashtra has mmplemented it
a.t‘u:i

eattied sonnch i fnes " he sad,

Viticent Mazareth, the
chattman of Crusade Against
Tobacco, said most government
offices i Delln were wet to
implement the ban "I found
people smoking m&gvem&ﬂ
offices, 1 g aof the
health numister," he said "The
officers did not have challan
books wih them Though was
collected  through  fines,
challatis wetre omret"




