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Don't huff and
puff, Just dial

the BMC soon

Madhavi Rajadhbyaksha | THH
Nhothai: If j,ﬂ:ﬂ.l spotted sofme-

Ot office or
] 5 ai a testavwant and
dir't ktiow whom to coth-

plain to, now there's helg
at hatd, Inberowreels, the

wil lawwch a tollfiee 1
where Mumbaikars can dial
i1 to report violations of

the ban on smoling in
public places.
The han came into

effect on October 2, 200%,
making it pumshable far
atyone  to smoke  in
testanratits, uhbsa,
aunditorinms, offices,
raillway  stations  and
atrports. Civic and  state
ovettmetit authotities
ave oftenn drawn flak for
their shoddy imple-

i1 hlarch.

Llumbaikars, it appeats,
ate all for the ban A
survey  conducted by
volunt otgarisation
Healiz &g;khsaria Ifistatute
for Public Health actross
four mettos i Decetmber

helplive 2008 found that %% of the

300-odd hlumbaikars
mteraewed frmared the ban on
smoking i 'wotkplaces
atd public places, and an
restaurants and bars "more
etjoyable" fow that they
ate smoke-fee (See Bl
Dhabalbars survesred aso

patted ovetran et
ageticies thet
Wm af the han with

o SUCCess, 3 t wras
exzellett, troach thaty the
fath exptessed t moee-

VOX POPULI ON SMOKING BAN

WHAT: survey conducted

in Mumbai, Delhi, Kolkotta
and Chennai

WHEN: pecember 2008
HOW MANY PEOPLE

INTERVIEWED:
1,026

FINDINGS:

#Nine out of 10 Indians
favoured the ban on smoking
in offices and public places.,
In Mumbai, 38% favoured
the ban

menitation of the bat come-
pared with other cities.
However, on Friday, the
EMC  announced  the
setting up of the Jmoke-
free Ce along  with
woluntary organisstions to
erume s betber
"We have leaed fines of Fs
Ta 0 stace October 2" said
assistant taricipal
COftitis siotet Eishore
bbrre. The Simioke-free Cell to
Eefghnusedmﬁash.:thaHD ital
will rope i hoteliers,
hospitals ataed other
agenicies  and put  their
personnel thru:uu‘é; tramning
sessions about the ban.
The sudden buzm of
activity comes in the wake

of the wupc 14th Word
Cotiferenice onn Tobhacco or
Health

. ?2% of Indians said

restaurants and bars were
healthier and more enjoyable
after the ban

® 91% of indians said it
bothered them when they
were axposed 1o second-
hand smoke

® All the Mumbaikars
intarviewed in the survey
said that the government
should implament

the ban

ermment  agencies by
citizens mother metros such as
Chetrtua, Kolkata and Deltd

But not  everyone
agrees with the fin t%qs
Vincent Mazareth of the
NGD  Criasade  Against
Tobacca SAYS state
govertument ageticies have
oty heen passing  the
buck with regard to the
bar's implementation. "A
helpline 15 a welcome step,
but only time will tell
whether civic agencies will
really  take action on
£ Ot la.mts and how soon
the act," he said,
pu:nmtm ot that he had
tepeatedly complained
abiout smnlﬁng i atrpott
Erenuses but no agency
as intervened till date.
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