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Soon, a helpline for
complaints
against smoking in

public

Alifiya Khan
Mumbai, February 20
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he helpline was announced
ot Friday at the launch of a
new carnpaien by the BV,
Tata Ivlemmorial Hospital and
Healizs Sekhsana  Institute
for Public Health.

ion Owctober 2, the Health
roinistry armounced a ban on
srnoking in public places like
restaurants, FonverTament
offices, rallway  stations
among others. The fine for
stnoking in such places 1s Bs
200,

Since the announcement of
the han, cnac aunthorities
hawve netted Rs 72000 in
fines.

"In the next two months,
the helpline  will  start
functioning,” sad Head of
Preventree  Omncology  of
Tata Mleronal Hospital Dy
3. Shastr. "We are
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@, BMC offivials also

* announced the for-
- mation of a 'smoke
-+ free cell for effectree
of

§ the ban on smoki
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be the central coordination
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BIIC's Execuire Health
Officer Jaira) Thanekar,

Director of Healis
sekhgana Institute of Publec
Health Dr PC. Gupta
released findings of a study
on stnoke-free workplaces m
metros. "Ahout 92 per cent
of  respondents from
Wimbal strongly faeoured
stoke-free workplaces and
stmoke-free public places. Of
these, 92 per cent believe
that exposure to second-
hand smoke 15 a sernous
health hazard."



