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'Smokers not
adequately warned'

Exprass News Seruice
Bangalore, Decernber
17

FUBLIZ Thealth experts
sug%est that for a country
ike India, where most of
the mral population is
illiterate, the pictorial
warhings on the tobacco
roducts  should  have
igget ]Elaj.r atea for
more visihility and impact
to  discourage tobacco
use.

The Wodd Health Crgar
sation has estimated that
India has the second
largest mumber of smokers
it1 the wotld, after China,
and neatly 17 per cent of
the wotld's smokers.

Scoordng to Asticle 11 of
WHO Framework Conven-
tionn o Tobaceo Control

CTCh, the ackage
Eealtl?j Wttt I:lshu:u d
cover at least per cent
of the ciga-

rette pack In India the

size of the warning was

reduced from 50 per cent

of the principal l:hsfplaj.r

atea on both sides o

E&ck to 40 per cent on the
ofit ordy.

"Tndia has Seen
repeated  sethacks  in
implementing  improved
E&Ck& ge health waming,

ictortal  warnings  and
inages are meatnt to help
users visualize the nature
of tobacco-related
diseases. The pictorial
warning should be stron
to be effectire atd shondd rep
the user. But the govern-
ment has often diluted the
package health warnings "
said Df PC Gupta, director,
Healis-Aekhsaria Institute
of Public Health.

"The tobacco industry
ohstacts  effectve  tobacco
cottrol  measures."  he
added.




