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A the proneer

New pictorial warning on tobacco products from Dec 1

Flansar Haewn Barvlce i Mew Delkl

The new pictorial health
warning  for  tobacco
products, which was
schedunled f'n:-r
implernentation start m%
1, has been deferred by six
months. It will now come
into effect from Decernber 1
this wear, the Governrnent
has decided leading to allaga-
tions that the move was
under pressure frorm the
stmgﬁﬁuhaccn lobhsr.

DEW WAINings por-
traving a gory pictare of a
cancer-affected mouth was to
be implemented from
June 1.

The WVoluntary Health
Essu:ucmtmn of India (VHAIT)

d, "This deferment 1=
dﬂf’getelj.r due to the tremen-
dons  pressure  from  the
tobacco industrsy.”

Through a Gazette
Corrigendum, the Union
Health Mlimistry on Mlondasy
said, "They (mles relating to
the rc:tat:u:un of  pictorial
hEElth as prrvided

ttes and
Tu:uha;:u:u:u Froducts
Packaging and Lahel
b e nt) Hules, 2010
shall come in to force on the
15t Decerrber of 2010."

“The tobacco mdustry
clairns that it is too cost-
intenste for the Drums that

Othﬂr

It was to be
implemented from
June 1 but the delay
occurred due to
pressure from the
tobacco lobhy!

are used for packaging the
cigarette packets (just an
exouse) since the notification
was roade on Ilarch 5th 2010

them ample tiree.
Eesﬁw excuse  is
cortrary tu:u the fact that the
Tobacco Industry keeps

ng Causes mouth CANCET,

changing packagine of ciza-

rettes every couple of

months. . using some new
ma.rkﬂtmg attraction,"  the
orgarization working against
nse of tobacco products said.
The VHAI also said that the
current picture warnngs

showing a scorpion on tobac-
co  product els are the
most ineffecttve and it is
mandatory to rotate the pic-
tures every 12 months as per
the law. The WHAI had con-
ducted tests on the efficacy

of such
Rotation of victorial
hasis

w&mng O & Petio
est Practice" being
implemented  in = other
countries  bke  Australia
Belmurn, Chile, Hong Eo
as%-'e]l. Brazil ch&f&s tﬂg
plctures ewve f'ri.-'e tnonths.
In fact, t ictorial
was f'ma]Jze after a
field testing conducted by
YH&T and Healis  in
eizht

states in the country on
request of the Government of
Incha , wheremn 8% respon-
dents chose the picture of the
cancer ndden mouth {which
s to replace the cwrent pic-
turefson tobacco).

The deferment comes
even as the sovernrnent had
replied in response to a
starred guestion in the par-
larnent on pack warnings that
the irmplerentation was to be
from Jure 1, 2010, the VHAT
said, added,  "Why  the
i&dden change? Haslﬂthg1

nuster once
into the hands nﬁﬁ Enua:ejer-
ful Tobaceo mdustry and oth-
ers with vested interests?"




