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Pictorial warnings on tobacco
packs only from December 1

Buckling Under Pressure From Tobacco Lobby, Govt Defers Decision Again

Kourteys Sinha | THH

New Delhi: Gory pictorial i
will have to wt?mpmre mnm
fore they can appear on tobacco
pa;:ks Bae
owerful tobacco lobby, the
healtlglJ mmin 15ty has decided to dﬂa-ft'ﬁi
on o tte
tgna}gﬂcn pa;:ksu;ﬁ Decenmlg:ﬁ

The ministry's earlier public noti-
fication rmade on Ivlarch 5 had an-
nounced that it was mand&turj,r for all
such packs to carry the photograph
of a rotting ca:m:er—stncEen mouth
frora June 1. Howeser, the rairdstry
officials  conflrmmed to TOI on
Wlonday that the order has been
deferred. Till Decereber 1, the present

itgs, considered too soft and
courter-producte, will contine.

Pictorial ings were enforced
on Dlay 312009  after  the
intervention of the Supreme Court.
The mles mandate that the pictorial
warnings should be rotated eseersy 12
months,

"But the ministry, forced by the
tobaceo lobber, has decided to go
ghead with the soft warmngs till
Decerrber, breaking rules ™
official said.

r pressure from | S

Sources say the tobacco
industry claimed that it was
too cost-intensive to use
gary images in their
packaging

Sources  say  the  tobacco

industry claired that it was too

cost-intensrtee to use gory g 11

their packaging. However, actmists

say the armouncement was made by

}II'E rouinistry in Ilarch which gaee th.e
115-

trr araple tiree.

Gnrj,rmflctnriﬂl warnings are used
im several countries inchuding fLus-
tralia, Belzinre, Chile and Hong Ko
to deter people from smoking. Braz
chan%;s the pictures every five
tionths.

"The newr pictonal warming vwas fi-
nalised after pf'le]d testivg conducted
by Volutary Health fssociation of
India and Healis in seven states on re-
guest of the mirdstry in which 285
respondents chose the picture of the
cancer-ridden month as a replacerent
for the present day picture of a lung

| and scu:uxEmn They said this will re-

pulse tohacco users, in twn helping
them to quit staoking or chewing to-
haceo, " an official said.

The warning was to cover 40% of
the tobacco pack i all local laﬁ.m.ges
with the messaze "Tobaceo Kills'
‘Tobaceo Canses Cancer'.

"Pictures with shock walue will
make smiokers guit. Earlier
were  feeloood  and  tremendously
taild. While one depicted a scorpion,
the other two were an X-ray plate of
a TB patient's chest and a
photograph of a cigarette stub with a
oross-gigh over it,"

a rinistry official sad. "The warn-
ings can't be soft. It has to coroes the
lls of tobacco sraoking and chewing,
Internatiomal experience has taught s

that need to be b
and colowrfial. Only then the
catch the ewe and deter people.

Indla, only 2% smokers ot he

9 lakh people, nearly
2,200 per davy, die evety vear in India
due to tobacco-relafed  diseases.
Lhout 250 mullion people in India nse
tobacco  products  like ogutlr.ai'l,
cigarettes and bidis. Creer 16% are

igarette swmokers and 44% smoke
b1 The health rrinistry estimates
that 40% of Indid's healr{ problerns
stem from tobacco use.

Fecently, an economic study said
that a siriple rise in excize tax of bidis
and cigarettes conld stop people from
s¥Ho Lecording to theam]imrt b;r
leading Indla.m meenn:an
dian econordsts, if India increased 1ts
tax rate on bidis from Fs 14 1o Bs 93
per 1,000 sticks (from 9% to 40% of
tetail price) and on cigarettes fror B
659 to Es 3,691 per 1,000 sticks
ifrorn 38% to TE¥ of retadl price),
189 willion Irves willbe saved arnong
Indians alrre today.

Presnantg,ﬁrl




