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Gory pics on tobacco packs from Dec

Under Pressure From Tobacco Lobby, Govt Defers Warnings By 6 Months

hourteys Sinha | THN

New Delhi: Gory pictorial i
will have to wtlgrmpmre mnm
fore they can appear on tobacco
packs. Bue ¥ pressure from
owerful tobacco  lobby, the
I'I.Eﬂltﬁj rirdstry has decided to defer
on  cigarette and

%ggncammﬂl Decen’fgiﬁ 1.

The rninistry's earlier public noti-
fication nade on Mlarch 5 had an-
nounced that it was mandﬂtu:urj,r for all
such packs to carry the Ee hotograph
of a rotting cancer-stricken rnouth
frore June 1.

Howrever, rirdstry officials con-
firroed to TOI on I\?;rday that the
%rdﬂrm}:ll'msl bﬁ:n deferred.  Till

erernbet t resent warnings,
considered oo suff’t and counter-
productre, will contivme.

Fictorial ings were enforced
o DMlay 312008  after  the
intervention of the Supreme Court.
The mles mwandate that the pictonal
warnings should be rotated eversy 12
months.

"But the manistry, forced by the
tobacco lobby, has decided to go
ghead with the soft wamings fill
Decerrhber,

(Sary pictarial
warnings are

8 used in several
countries
including
Australia,
Belgiurm, Chile and Hang
Kong to deter peaple fram
smoking. Brazil changes the
pictures every five manths to
make smaokers quit

breaking miles," an  official said
Sources say  the  tobacco
industry clarmed that it was too
cost-intenstve to se 5 in
their packagivg. gy g
Howescer, activists say the an-
nouncetnent was made by the rin-
istry in Ilarch which gave the indus-
trer Ga.mple t]meml _ i
0 wtoral warnings are use
in sw?mfj countries mchuding Bus-
tralia, Belziorn, Chile and Hong Ko
to deter people from swmoking. Braz
Chﬂ.l’lﬁis the pictures every T
o "The newr pictoral warning

was finalised after field testing con-
ducted by Volurntary Health &ssocia-
tion of India and Healis in swen
states on recquest of the wonistry
which 98% mespondents chose ‘thE
picture  of the cancer-ridden
mouth as a replacement for the
present day picture of a lung and
scorpion. They said this will repulse
tobaceo nsers, in twm helping them to

uit srnoking or chewing tobacco, " an
Eu:ulfﬁciaiul Sﬁg e

The wamming was to cover 40% of
the tobacco pack in all local ]ﬂ.;'jﬁmge
with the message "Tobacco K
"Tobaceo Canses Cancer'.

"Pictures with shock value will
make smokers gquit. Farlier
were feelgood  and  tremendously
mild. While one depicted a scorpion,
the other two were an X-ray plate of
a TB patient's chest and a
photograph of a cigarette stub witha
CES-S@ orver 1t," a ministry official
said,

"The ings carl't be soft. It has
to correey the ﬁ of tobacco smoking
and chewing. International experience
has taught us that ings need to
be hig, scary and colourfol. Ondy then
do they catch the gye and deter
people. In India, only 2% smokers

uuit," he added. Presently, 9 lakh
people, nearly 2200 per dav, die
EVELY Wear in India due to tobacco-
related diseases. About 250 rullion
eople in India use tobapco rc:duxts
Ekepgutka, cigarettes a.ng 1£s
16%, are cigarette smokers and 44;”o
stnoke bidis. The health monist
estimates that 40% of India's healt
problems stem from tobaceo nse.

Recently, an economic study said
that a sirple rise in excise tax of bidis
and cigarettes conld stop people from
stnoking. Secording to the report hj.r
leading Tndian, Pamen;:an a.ru:{j
dian econornists, if India uu:reased 1ts
tax rate an bidis from Bs 14 to Bs 58
per 1,000 sticks (frorm 9% to 40% of
tetail price) and on cigarettes from Bs
659 to Hs 3691 per 1,000 sticks
ifrorn 38% to TEY of retal price),
189 wallion Irves will e saved arnong
Indians alive today.

The report plommted out that by
2020, tobacco will be responsible for
12% of all deaths i India and
estirnated  that  without  any
ntervention, more than 384 mulhon
hidi  smokers and 132  million
cigatette smokers were likely to die
prermaturely.




