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Smokers with TB can give kids the disease

Passive smoking
accelerates
development of
active TB

Deepa Suryanarayan

Bwven passtve smoking can
lead to tuberculosis (TEI,
chest physicians warred on
Wednesday — the World
Tuberculosizs fowareress

Daﬁr.

eatly 61%% of the TB
deaths can he attributed to
stoking. A& swmoker with ac-
tive  pulmonary TB can
transroit the disease to chal-
dren by swoking in front of
therm. Passmee stnoking ac-
celerates developruent of ac-
trve TR, experts said.

The risk of prevalence of
TE infection is more amo
cutrent or ex-smokers than
among  those who newer
smoked, a WHO  report
said.

“Sruoking lowers lung ira-
mmum%r as well as the
body  Dnrnumity.
Therefore,  smokers  are
more prone to developing
TB. That goes for not just
acttve sraokers, but passiee
smokers as W&].L" D:r Ashok
Ilahashur, consultant chest

Ehj.fSlElﬂI], Hirduja
oapital, said.
People in cities like

Ilurnbal need to be extra
carefl. The smokers' popu-
lation iz high, and so iz the
%m'jmmmntal pollution.
ot swrprs L WE See A
rmlﬁcﬂﬂ]rrlﬁg:lg of TB in

the city" he added.

Healis Sekhsaria Institute
for Public Health, MNawd
Blwrebal, did a swwey to
study the ossihle
assoclation etureen
stnoking and tuberenlosis on
21,443 mmen over 35 vears

"3 of age. The 12-year-long

study shovwred that the roam-
ber of heedi srnokers dying
of TB was 2.6 titnes more
than that of the newer-
srookers.

.H"‘

trend is
the rise in cases of the rnl-

Enother

f1- resistant  (WIDE)
TB. Lccording to the latest
health report by the WHO,
India China account for
50 %% of the wordds total WIDE.
TB cases.

“An MDRE TB patient
does not respond to the
most  effectre anti-TR

aailable. In India, 3%
af the total new TR cases
EVENY Year are

Dﬁgr‘ted
TBs," chest
Eﬂ;rsmlan Dr Shrikant Red-

zaid.

‘ People in cities like Mumbal nead to be extra caretul. The smokers’
population is high, and 5o is the environmental pellution. Mot
surprisingly, we see a higher incidence of TB in the city

Stub it out

Smoking increases
the risk of T8, as well
as the risk of death far
patients

61% of TE doaths
acour dus Lo smoking

A ‘ Ban an smnklng in

public places has not
deterred smakers in
the city.

—MUKCS TRIVEDL.DHA

"Tackling MIDE. TB is a
hmge challenge. It is impor-
tant to treat freshly
tosed patients n a prope
mannet, and to ensure t t
the f'].msh the course of

said Dr DNa-
hashur said,




