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Taxes on bidis

Healis - Sekhzaria Institute for Public Health, an anti-tobacco
advocacy group, criticized the Union finance miniztry of
showing preferential treatment to bidi makers by not imposing
taxes on bidis but announced an 11 to13 per cent hike in
duties on cigarettes, cigars and cigarillos in the 2010 Budget.
Accarding to Dr. Prakazh C Gupta, director of the institute
says, "Bidi smoke contains high levels of tobacoco specific
nitrosamines—the two most potert cancer causing agents. it
iz high time the government took bidi smoking seriousky "



