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I'resh scare tactics by health ministry

New pictorial warnings will be put on
cigarette packets as the present ones have
been found to be ineffective

readable by the many who do not
knwowr English. The whole Oge was
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that even the illiterate s get the :‘_‘_I i '”:f et £ O
message through the prominent s 5nUcets above 18
pictures that can speak a thousand {EgE B

COME June 1, cigarette packets and to- words. But we got an & ciferent CrHlalCs, GOL

bacco products across the country will  reSponse during the study," he added SRS AN ;.'J Mor=L500s

carry a new set of pictorial health warn-

sitnilar study conducted by Healis-

Aekhzaria Institute of Public Health in .
ﬁ,ﬁfﬁc&atfﬂnpa;r Ell: c%ﬁﬁhﬂstﬁd& Llumbai came up with similar results. = Dr Lalit Raute
Health and Family Welfare. "We conducted surveys on four
The ineffectiveness of the pictosl wamings different sections of people —
onn tobacco roducts professionals,  labourers,

which was enforced on b
31 2009, led authorities to
cotme up with these new
pictures. This has come
about with advocacy from
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students abowve 1E years
atid females who were
both tobaceo users as well
as noti-users atd very few

people could actuagﬁr t%let

various organisations the message throu &
which conducted survey ictures," said Dr Lalit
ity different states and aute, Healis. The field

found that the pictorial
watnitigs  onn tobacco
lEru:uciuu:ts wete ineffective.

utther, the rules mandate that the pic-
torial warnings should be rotated every

test for efficacy with the
tiew  pictures to he
mmplemented was done by
Voluntary Health Association of India
SYH!-'&IJ aty NGO, actozs seven states -

12 months, thus the new warnings SM858, Bihar, Arunachal Fradesh,
showing picture of oral cancer, will Sikdam, Madh ﬂ Pradesh, Kerala and
implemented in June. Andhra Pradesh Apparendly, the new-pichares

vrere foad to be e effctsme i delrmet:

uring  the study cu:unducted by

Institute of Public Health
wothers Yo FIG Hath Banoslore, ﬂwj,rfmmdthat
the current pictorial warnings were not

erceived by public as X-ray of cancer
ung, atd faled to pass the intended
message. Jays penndra  Bhojand,
faculty, IPH, "The current picture
warnitigs elicited varied and strange
tesponses. One personn said that it is a
plloto of two black birds eating some
white stuff placed between  them
Ancther said, 15 a photo of a person weaing
black jacket."

"The wartung label in English is not

ing the message than the previous
otLes,

Howewet, speaking to Express about
the implementation of the new set of
Bictunal warnings in tobacco products,

t Fiyaz Basha nodal officer, Dhstrict At
Tobacco Cell said, "The new rule is
likely to be implemented across all
states effective Jurne 1 that fallz on
Wiotd Mo-Tobaceo Day But we have not
received the citculation from the Centre
wet. We are waiting for it." .
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