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Thursday, March 11, 2010
Tobacco warnings go explicit

By Savlta Verma

in Mews Delhi
PICTOEIAT. warnings on
tobacce products  are

set o get scarier ;
ﬁéerga]mnst a year of mild
warnings, +fiiis Hepid 5 e
oyernment has decide
%nﬁ to Ore  pow rftu?l
gﬁfsages. Tobacco product
OW Carry pmgﬁes .0
oy ancer, . S0
rottng teegh andrhps: e
& notification was issued b
the health mitdstry on March
atid the new warnings COtte
inito force from Jurie 1. These
would be implemented under
the Cigarettes and Other
Tobacco Products (Packagin
and Labelling Hmendment%
Rules, 2010, i
The warnitigs show a real pic-
ture of mouth cancer with a
caption "tobacco  causes
mouth cancer". Cigarette
packs will carry the same picture
with  the caption "stoking
Lallg", while chewm§ ot smoke-
less products will carry the
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Tobacco
warnings
o0 explicit

caption "tobacco kills".
g new warnitizs have been
retested for their effectiveness

the  Volunt Health
&gzociation of India (WHAT
the Healis-Bekhsaria

&t
Institute for Public Health,

"The new wartitigs are cet-
tainly an improvement over the
previous ones. Older watnings,
which showed an X-ray of a
lung or a diseased lung or a
scotpiory, were tot effective”
said Dt K. Brinath Feddy of
the Public Health Foundation
of Inndia.

They will come into
force from June 1

Regearch in developed coun-
triez has shown that depicting
the health impact of tobacco in
the form of pictures  was
effective. )

The new warnings were fleld-
tested in Orissa, Bihar,
Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim,
hladhya Pradesh, Kerala
and Andhra Pradesh by THATL
In Dlaharashtra, these were
},estf:d by the Healis-Sekhsatia
nst1-

(Above) The

new warnings
will have
photos of
mouth

cancer,
showing
rotting teeth
and lips;

the current
warnings N
show an X-ray i
of alung or a
diseased lung f§
or a scorplon.

Tobacco
causes
mouth
cancer

tute for Public Health.

The study was conducted
uging 11 itages and response
was sought Trom T35 people,
including  tobacco-users,
womern atd youth, Ninety-eight

et cenit of people said the pie-

ures  of * mouth  cancer
would deter tobacco-users.

"They said they will not send
their children to buy cigarettes
if these pictures wete printed on
tobacco roducts,"” Bhawna
Mukhopadhya  of the VHAI
gaid. The stidy was sent to the
health mitistey last motth,

Pictorial ‘watnings wete
enforced on May 317 last year
after the intervention™ of
the Supreme Cowut. The apex
coutt

had ditected the goverrument to
enforce the miles strictly.

The pictorial warnitigs wetre
Er_cupu:used ity July 2006 under the

igarette atd Tither Tobacco
Products Act, 2003, Back then,
the proposal was to print warn-
irgs it the form of pictures of
skull  and  hones, :
pictutes  of cancer hﬁjatier_lts,
dead hodies, and a child dying
due to the effects of smoking
and mouth cancer lacerations
and tumours. Howewer, the
wartitigs that came into effect
last weat wete milder.

Health experts said the gow-
ernrient should also focus on
the implementation of new
watnings ag tobacco comparies
wete violating the niles.
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