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Tobacco products
to carry warning
of mouth cancer

TEEHATHACEFR.
NEW DELHIL, W& RCH 10

& NEW pictorial
warning depicting raouth
cancer will now be displayed
ot tobaceo products.

The Union Health
Ministry issued a
notification on Tuesday,
arving  two  months  to
tobacco  rmanufacturers
for replacing the earlier
photo of an X-ray image on
cigarette packs and of a scor-
plon on smiokeless tobacco
products with that of a pic-
ture on rmouth cancer.

Lecordivg to the Minstry,
the process to change
the pictures started earlier
this wear after it was found
that the pictonal warnings
were not making the desired
irmpact. Hard-hitting
images like a hent cizarette
showing impotence, heart
attack, mouth cancer —
were then short listed and
put out for a field test.

Two organizations — Val-
untary Health Owrgardsation
of India (VHAT) and Ivluara-
bai-based Healis — con-

ducted a field test in various
states incloding UP, Bihar,
Orizza and Maharahstra.
The field tests found the pic-
ture depicting mouth cancer
to be most effectnve.

"On the hasiz of reports
by the twro
organisations, the Health
Minister approved of this
(rnonth cancer) picture”
said a senior official in the
Ilindstry.

With the Miimstry notify-
ing the new warning, it wil
now be rmandatory for
tobacco  marnfacturers o
put it up by June 1. The
picture of a rmouth cancer is
already in use in Australia.
While the earlier message —
stnoking killsftobaceo kills —
will remain as it i3, the
tnessage,  'tobacco  causes
mouth cancer, will be used
alomg with the picture.

The pictorial warnings'
were introduced in 2008 a ter
rouch wrangling. Tnder court
orders in February 2007,
the  gowernment  kep
postponing it primarly un-
der pressure from the to-
baceo mdustry.




