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NGOs tlay plea to lift ban on tobacco sale near schools

Birdu Shajan Perappadan

NEW DELHI ] eschvgardi-tobaceo
activists  from  across  the
country  includi Salaam
Borbay Foundation, Healis
Sekhsaria Institute for Public
Health, A&ction Council

inst Tobacco and Tata
?ﬁemnri&l Hospital have
come together to  strongly
criticise the appeal raade by
some political leaders to the
Crovvernrnent to Lift the ban on
tobacco sale near schools. In
a joint statement, the

non-govertrnent orgarisations
havee made it clear that Lifting
of the ban on sale of tobaceo
hear schools or even reducing
the radins of restriction for its
sale to less than the present
limit of 100 metres would
aravely impact children by
putting thern at great risk once

aga'ﬁw orgarisations  hawe
corme out in full strength after
getting information that sew-
eral leaders have written to
the Urion Health Dliraster
asking hirn to take a lerdent

wiew of Section & of the Ciga-
rettes and Other Tobacco
Froducts (Prohkibition of &d-
vettisernent and Regulation of
i Siphly st Dirby

uctlon, o 1etrbn-
tion) &ct, 2}65;

Iiost effective way

Salaarn  BPormbay Founda-
tion  founder-cirector FPad-

Tt Soraant gaid:
"Prohihiting the sale of tobac-
oo to children is one of the

raost effectve ways to reduce
tobaceo use arnong kids. We

hirvee bieen working with chil-
dren and have seen that chil-
dren themselwes  hawe

d to comvince some
shopleepers along with sorne
help to stop the sale of tobac-
co within 100 metres of their
school. When lads are assert-
ing their right to I ina to-
bacco-free  world, we can't
ubderstand why sorme of oo
political leaders are not in fa-
wour of ting thern this
tight." Healis Sekhsaria Insti-
tute for Public Health direc-
tor P. €. Gupta said:
"The

Union Governnent has a du-
}y to protect chideen. En-
oreing Control of Tobacco
FProducts Act, 2003, 15 an -
ternationial  legal  obligation
that roust not be weakened by
misguided appeals of few Par-
ntarians. "

Tata Ivlemorial Hospital
head of preventrve oncology
Dr. Surerdra Shastr said: "I
would like to knmow whether
the sarne WIPs would like ar-
rack shops near the schools
that their children or grand-
children attend. "



