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Introduction 

In India, the conceptual framework for the 

Army that it exists for war against enemies of 

the country has been extended to attainment 

of specific objectives in social and political 

arena. In a similar move, the children of the 

Salaam Bombay Foundation schools have 

joined to form a Super Army.  ‘Soldiers’ of the 

‘Super Army’ wage a war against tobacco, 

using weapons like art, theatre, music, sports 

and advocacy.  

Currently over 22,000 students from all over 

Mumbai are part of the Super Army Advocacy 

Program. They are working towards 

increasing awareness about the harms of 

tobacco and ensuring stronger 

implementation of the Indian tobacco control  

 

 

law that guards their generation from 

becoming tobacco victims. Beginning with 

making schools and neighborhood tobacco 

free, these children work with government 

departments like the Police, Food & Drug 

Administration, Media, Health and Education 

departments to protect the public from 

tobacco, warn them about the dangers of 

tobacco use, and enforce bans on tobacco 

advertising, promotion and sponsorship. The 

Super Army program seeks to give children a 

strong sense of belonging and self that leads 

to tobacco control focused advocacy. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Objective 

 

The objective of the Super Army Advocacy 

program is to empower and educate youth to 

advocate with governmental decision-makers 

to enforce laws to reduce tobacco use at the 

community level. 

 

Methodology 

 

A module has been developed by Salaam 

Bombay Foundation on tobacco control 

advocacy. This module is being implemented 

in Municipal schools of Mumbai. A 

comprehensive package of sessions, 

workshops, and activities have been 

developed to introduce students to the  

 

 

 

advocacy process, different stakeholder 

groups, the government’s role in tobacco 

control, and the tobacco control law in India.   

In the process, a school level Bal Panchayat is 

formed so students can participate in school 

level advocacy activities. Eight 

representatives from each school are elected 

as a member of Bal Panchayat. An intensive 

training workshop is organized for school Bal 

Panchayat leaders to further build up their 

advocacy capacity as well as leadership skills. 

Further, two leaders (who are members of 

Bal Panchayat) from each school are selected 

to participate in Bal Parishad.  During Bal 

Parishad, the children from different schools 

collectively draft and submit a charter of 

demands to senior government officials.



 

 

 

 

 

 

Salaam Bombay Foundation convened the 7th 

Bal Parishad at Vanmali Hall, Dadar, Mumbai 

on February 6th for over 200 children ( Bal 

Panchayat Leaders) from 119 Municipal 

schools across Mumbai. These children not 

only presented their tobacco control 

advocacy work to the different stake holders 

who in turn guided them on how they can 

take it to the next level but also questioned 

the respective authorities on their action on 

implementation of COTPA in the state.  

As government representative, present at the 

Bal Parishad were Mr. Mahesh Zhagade - 

Commissioner, FDA, Maharashtra; Mr.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asharam Pathre, Senior PI;  Mrs. Sherin 

Lokhande – Deputy Commissioner, Labour 

Department, Maharashtra ; Dr Jadhav, Health 

Executive Officer, BMC and others.   

The Bal Parishad questioned government 

representatives on implementation of all the 

sections of COTPA 2003 and discussed an 

appropriate tobacco control action plan for 

the year 2013. The children also presented a 

demand charter to the resource persons. The 

charter included the extension of the guthka 

and paan masala ban, inclusion of COTPA in 

police monthly crime report, the creation of 

tobacco free schools and a complete ban on  
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manufacture, sale and distribution of all 

forms of tobacco products, including 

cigarettes. Besides submitting a charter of 

demands, the Bal Parishad also discussed 

Various issues like the sale of tobacco within  

 

 

 

 

a 100 yard radius of school premises, sale to 

minors, direct and indirect tobacco 

advertising, tobacco use in public places, 

stricter implementation of ban on Gutkha and 

the role of the government, the police, FDA 

and media were discussed in detail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The ban is valid for only one year starting 
July 2012. We have already done the necessary 
work to seek extension to the ban. Banning 
gutkha and paan masala was the first step; we 
will also focus on banning khaini and other 
such products.”  
 
“Children have immense power and should be 
missionaries of the movement. The ban will 
then spread all over the country.”  
 
– Mahesh Zagade, Commissioner, FDA. 
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